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An Hifforical Account bow the Romans lof their Liberties, by Bribery, aud the exorbitant Power and 
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Am mightily pleas’d, Mafter, with 
the late Inftances you have given me 
of the Wifdom of the ancient Remans, who were a 
brave People, and maintaind’d their Liberties a 
tong while. You will much oblige me, and my ho- 
neft Country Neighbours, to give me an Account, 
how that wife Government came to be fwallow ‘d 
np by Tyranny :_It may bean ufefuland inftrucive 
Story, fo or us to.talk on, over a Pot of Offober, by 
a warm Fire, thefe cold Winter-Nights. 
Ob/. There has always been a Sort of Statef-men, 
f er, who would have the People kept jenorant 
oliticks, as well as a Sort of Priefts, who would 
abel them kept ignorant of Religion ; the true Rea- 
fon of which, is, that thofe two Sorts of Men, 
would make us Slaves both in Body and Soul : But 
Thanks to Heaven, Roger, thofe Shackles were 
Enock’d off by the Rewhlntion, fo that it will be 
our own Fault, if ever we admit them again ; but, 
fos -your Satisfaction, I will tell you how the Ro- 
mans came to lofe their Liberties. 
a, in his fugarthin War, tellsus, “ That af- 
“ ter the Romans Bate ‘d their great Vidories over 
the Carthaginians, the Nobles turn’d their Digni- 
“ty, aud the Commons their Priviledges, into Li- 
“ bertinifin, or, if you will, luftful,Pleafures. Thus, 
“betwixt both, the Country lay neglected, every 
one was for catching what he could ; this 
“Means, the Nobility were divided into Fa ions, 
“and the Peoples Power broke, fo that all Things 
“ relating to Peace and War, were manag’d accord- 
“ing to the Mind of a few Perfons, who had Ithe 
“ Treafury, the Difpofal of Honours, Triumphs, 
“ Places of Power and Truft, and the Command 
“ of the Provinces, all in their own id; and 
“ while the People were opprefs'd with ax and 
" eis all the Profits of the War, came to ‘be 
d (our Author fays robb'd) by the Gene- 
“and oh I perciive the 2 
-m en, Mafter, I perceive the Romans 
loft their L Liberty. by Factions, and fufering the 
eG of the Sword and Purfe to be.ingrofs'd by.a 


‘Obf. Yes, Reger, they did ; but there were other 
n't Ci too, nneng which, Bribe- } 
ty was one of the chief ; the whele Defign } was ima- 


Country-m. 


en) viz. Cafar SS ompey, 
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of their Liberties ; amd it happen d accordingly, for 


he former, tho’ a rich Man 


ofthe Country Pay, to ule the modera Dialett, 


covet that he fold his Intereft 
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in PraQtic & Coe An Aavice ete 
fe lee pipes ye li | : 


Laws of the State, contrary to the expref$ Mind of 
the Senators ; tho’, at hjs Entrance pon the Office, 
hedeclar'd, asif he had been a flaunch Whig, “ Thar 
he would de notking without their Authority, nor pro- 
* pofe any of his Frpends for Commiffioners, or any Man 
« might be liable to Sufpicion, tut that they foould 
be all Pexfans of known Reputation and Abiligges, 
This laid a Fomgdation for the Overthrow of the 
Reman Liberty ; for, from that Time forward, Bri- 
bery got the Afcendapt, all Places and Pofts were 
bought and fold; and "the Triumvirate having en- 
grofs'd all the Military Power, and the Profits ari- 
fing from it, the following Confyls gave themfelves 
wholly up to Cobecourtnet, 5 gathering of Rich- 
es by embezzling the publick R evenues, by taking 
of Bribes, and filling all the Places that depended 
pon them, Crafjus, one of the Inumvirate, was 
{fo untneafurably covetous, and had his Eyes fo 
blinded with. Bribes, as gave the Parthian General, 
Sarena, an Opportunity, by Means of Abgarus, the 
Ofroenian, who faaee the Maney to him, to "dif 
cavet al] bis Meafures, and to ruin tins and his Ar- 
my» After his Death, Pompey and Cefar haying, 
each a Mind to the fupream Power, and knowing 
the mercenary Temper of the Senate, they brib’d on 
both Sides ; but Cefar having moft ft influence i in th 
Army, and the entire Love of .his Soldiers, ecante 
of his Succefs, he march’d with theim-te Rome, on 
Pretence of mosing their old Conftitution, of the 
Tribunes to them former Power; and feizin D6 the 
Treafury which the pena had imprudently left 
behind them, put an End at ence to the Roman Li- 
berty, after the Defi Defeat of Pompey ; but being mur- 
der’d in the Senate, his Nep » Augufius, co 
eated the Change of the Conftitution, roma 
overnment, to an abfolyte Monarchy, and took 
the Adminiftraion upon himfelf alone, wherein 
Bribery and falfe Pretences of maintaining their Li- 


wld had a eyust, Share. 
Story ind¢ed, Ma- 


Conntry;m. That's a melanchol 
fter, wes it affords ps many ufeful Obteryations, 1. 


That a few Men, when fiiffer’d to grow too great, 


turn the belt conftituted Government in the World. 
2. That whew Men, who don’t fear God and are 
coyetous, get the chief Influence in an A 
tion, fuch a Government is certain! in Dang er, ag 
it have Enemies, who are patie 9 Ba ks im 
13. That buying and felling of Places, 
ans hoes ee of Power and é 
hing, which all wife Governments, or ie 
would preferve their Conflitytion, el 
againit, and feverely to punith, 4. titis not 
ames and Pretences, but Things, that a wife Peo- 
le ought to regard, and take thejr¥Views fj 
tert |fince we find, shat, thofe, who pretended £0 Liber. 
ty, or the Roman Whigs, were as coyetous and ca- 
‘pable of taking Bribes, as thofe who were for an 
d | cbtcdate Gowermanant, 0 me ories, that de- 
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tlle 








= — 





wvmnsiailaaas ms ching, 
icamantitiats J 
s 
- 


= eet 
> 


> Your Obfervations are far, Roger; had 
the Romans adwerted_ to thofe Thin on nipp’d 
the Factions that rofe among ‘em in the Bud, 
difchargitig from all Share of the Government,,.Ci- 
vil or Militaryy the Leaders on both Sides; and 
had they taken Care to prevent their Generals and 
other Servants growing too nich, as they did for- 
merly, when Scipio, their General in Spain, was fo 
poor, that he could not givea Portion to his Daugh- 
ter, but was oblig’d to the Bounty of the Senate. for 
it, they might have prefervd their Liberty ; or had 
they taken Care.to keep their Treafury out of ju 
lius-Cajar’s Hands, he might have fail'd im his At- 
tempt upon their Liberties, for all his Power in the 
Army. But when God has a Mind to’ punifh a 
People 


meen be thofe that were honeft; fometimes ¢ 
ftay'd the ifluing of the Revenue, charg’d it wit 
Conditions, limited it to certain Ufes; and in Cag 
of Mifufer, refus'd to levy or make Payments. as 
may ‘be feen by the Hiftories and Statates of £2,3 
and Rich, 2. Not were our Anceflors le(s careful to 
_" the Kingdom's being exhaufted by a tedious 
ar, or difhonour'd by a difadvantagious Peace . 
therefore ‘they came to Refolyes in thofe Matters, be. 
fore they diicover'd their Councils to the King . 
they P rotelted againft Peace made withcut, or « 
gain{t ther Confent; they appointed A mbafladors 
with Power to engage for the Kingdom, and like. 
wife Generals of Armies, Admirals at Sea, Lord 
Chan-ellors, and Privy Counfellors, towbom they 


for theix Sins, he deprives them of their u- | gave Infructions, and bound them to Obfervance 


{ual Wifdom, Foreficht, and Psetaution, and fuf- 
fers.thofe who ought to take Care of their Liberties 
and. Freedom, either to be dépriv’d of Courage to 
deferid them, or to immerfe themfelves in Faction, 
Bribery, and Corruption, fo that at laft, thofe few. 
who contend for the Peoples Liberties, grow wea- 


upon Oath, as maybe feen by the Hifiory and Sta. 
tutes of Hen. 4, 5,,6. So carctul-were they to. pre. 
ferve the Ballance of our happy Conftitution, and 
to pluck up, the Roots of arbitrary Power, By all 
this it appears, Roger, that the fundamental Liber. 





ry of ftriving againft the Stream ; and many Times 
the whole Power, and foveraign Authority of Le- 
giflature and Adminiftration, tomes to be devoly'd 
upon one Perfon, by aShadow of Law, aswas that 
of the Romans, bom Angufies, by what they call’d 
Lex Regia, ora Law of Prerogative. 

Country-m, Had it not been for the happy Revolu- 
tion, Matter, that might have been likewife our Fate: 
But, bleffled be God, we havea Soveraign upon the 
Throne, who is tender of her Peoples Libertiesjand 
came to. the Crown upon a Footing quite different 


ces, by which Men of different Denominations have 


feveral Times endeavour'd tolodge an abfolute Pow- | 


er in our Princes, or rather in themfelves, while 
they were uppermolt at Court. 

Ob. So long as we keep our Parliaments, Roger, 
with a Freedom of ‘Election and Debate, our Li- 
bertics are fafe. We have Reafon to blefs God,that 
we have Reprefentatives, without whofe Confent, 
no Money can be rais’d ; and as they'give it, have a, 
Right to appoint the Ways and Means how it (hall 
be rais‘d, for what Ufes it hall be ed, and 
to call thofe to an Acceunt, ‘who, Time to 
Time, have the Management of it. We have no 
Officers, Ecclefiaftical, Civil, ot Military, that are 


‘not fubject to their Cenfure. No ftanding Army}. 


can be kept up in this Ifland, without ther Con- 


fent.; and we have khown fo muich of the mifchie- 
‘vous Confequences of that athong our Neighbours, | P 


+> 


ag well as-iur the late Times of Ulurpatien and Ty- 
‘dh Dey iibines baa Selves, that we have no Reafon 


to dotibt of their taking Care, that it fhan’t be in 
‘the Power of any General ; and his Myrmidon 


to 
drive thein from the Senate-Houfeé, as Fulins Colar 
did’ the Roman Senators. We have been very much 
oblig’d to our Anceftors, who.took Care'to preferve 


“ebeit Liberties, and tranfinit them to’ Pofterity ; fo 


fall aét a very unworthy Part, if we don’t 


at. 
ke Care to pyeferve our Conttitution from Bribe- 






Cail Pity, Matter, ‘give ‘neta ‘Accoutit 
yhat our reich did to preferve their Freedom ; 







jects, “our , from Time-to 

Fine, ee the, 1s evident eae Hi- 
ory careful ‘to prevent 
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d the Treaturers and Receivers of it: 
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from thoie flavith Politicks, and finiltrous Praéti-| thought neceflary ; and that our 


ties of the Hsople of England are very great, fo that 
we can never be enflav d, except it be by our own 
| Neglect aud Ineachery. 
', Coumry-m. Bur ous Parliaments did nor always 
. exercife this Power, Matter. | 
| Obf. No, Roger; in fuch Governments as her 
| Maj efty’sy where the Prerogative was not {crew’d up 
‘to the Ruin of Property, there was no Occafion for 
it. But this thews what Power our Parliaments 
, have exercis’d on prefling Occafions; that our Claim 
of Right at the Revolution, wason'y a Revival of 
fuch Parts-of our ancient Liberty, as were then 
Parliaments, in 
thofe Days, would not let Gencrals, Admiza's, Of- 
ficers of State, or Privy Counfellors,. govern us as 
they thought. ft, and have War and Peace at the ° 
Diipofal; that they would not fufter the Revenue 
to be embezzl'd. or mifapply’d, nor leave-it in the 
Power of thofe Princes to fend Soldiers or Men of po 
_ Fortune Abroad, as Ambafladors to manage the At. 
fairs of the Kingdom, but fuperintended the Ad- 
miniftration themfelves, in fuch a Manner, as pre- 
ferv'd their Liberties, 





Advertifements. 

_ . To mottow will be'Publith’d, : 
The right way of Trying Prophets: Or, forme Contr 
derations and Reafons to Prove the Truth of the great 
Difpenfation of Divine Providence ; already begun by 

Infpiration: To wit, The fudden Appearance 
of the Kingdom of Chrift upon Earth, by the wonder- 
ful Effufion of the Holy Ghoft, By F. M. oné of the 
oe of thofe call’d Ae cco To which is added, an 
an{wer thereunto, Para ‘by Paragraph, togethes 
with fome Remarks oor th Khe aed of the Devil in 
Contingent Futurities, and Natural Philofophy ; as de- 
rH ahi a - mea * 1707. By G.. Phila- 

‘ ragg at the Black Raven in Pa- 
} ter-Nofter-Row. - . mg 
Juft publith’d, . 


q The Woodeii- orld diffected, in the Characters of, 
1, A Ship of War. 2. A Sea-Captain. rey a «Oe 
pant. + A re gama 5. The Matter of a Ship of 
War, ¢- The Purler. 7. The Surgson. 8. The Gunner 
9. The Ca - 10. tfwain, 11. A Sea-Cook 


b 


a A Mi man. 13. The Captain’s Steward. 14. A 

for I find, by our Hiftory, that we have bad very Sailor nan. 13. n’s Ste 4- 
Ss bd Pines wisi even! Tomsat ah Bin Daa cee pe 
abfolute Power.  \~ ’ + | 8old by B. in Patet-Nofter-Row. Price bound 1s. 
RT Roger ; btour Anceftors were aware 5 UPTURES CUR’D by WIL, COLLIER, at the 
of this ; an when our Kings were immoderate in »Bell and two naked Boys in St. ’s Lane, near Clerk 
‘beftowing Power upon ‘their Favourites,’ and tais'd }enwel, and Truffles made of all forts, with {prings, Joints, 
therm ‘fo hi - a5 We Ove tO Alb che seh of the Suib- }{crews, or plaja, the moft eafy and nice that are made in 
- faients! took @ E aati by Experience can teftify, He like- 


1% Stra Bs “ 
“*,* Your old’ Phyfician Dr. Cafe, defires’ you not t? 
forget at oho fares all Vera Difeales, or the 
: as y 2 a HM mptom Vv cheap, 
pleafant, and'no Negle@ of infew Daye, at 
y's Head, over againit Ludgate Church, within Black- 
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